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The TMJ Association  

ÅA non-profit patient advocacy organization 

ÅMission is to improve the quality of health 

care and life for everyone affected by TMD 

ÅFounded in 1986 based in Milwaukee, WI    

 

 



Manifestation of  TMD  

 

 Pain in the chewing 

muscles of the face  
  
 



Manifestation of  TMJ  

 

 Same conditions 

that affect other 

joints in the body 

affect the TMJ 



TMD Does Not Exist Alone  

 

 

 

Chronic TMD is a complex 

medical conditionïa 

multisystem disorder with 

overlapping comorbidities 

mediated by genes,  sex, 

age, behavioral, 

environmental/epigenetic 
triggers 



 

 

 

TMD Does Not Exist Alone  

Approximately 36 million Americans have 

some degree of TMD. The majority are 

women in their child bearing years. 
 



TMJ Treatments  

 

 

There are a multitude of treatments available 

to TMD patientsïmost without scientific 

evidence of safety or efficacy.   

 

There is not one drug or biologic labeled for 

TMD. 

 

A 1992 study estimated the annual cost of 

TMJ treatments to be $32 billion. (J. Fricton et al. 1992) 

 



Interpositional Implants   
 

Throughout the 1980s two materials 

were used to replace the disc between 

the skull and jaw bone.  

ÅDacron reinforced Silastic Sheeting 

(Dow Corning) 

ÅTelfon coated Proplast (PTFE) Vitek 



Some Implant Reactions  
 

ÅOpen communication to the brain 

ÅNumerous new medical conditions  

ÅInflammatory and/or immunological responses 

ÅForeign body giant cell reactions  

ÅSevere reactive synovitis, bone resorption  

ÅSilicone-related lymphadenopathy 

ÅAvascular necrosis of the condyle and condylar 
neck = severe changes in occlusion  

ÅSevere pain 

ÅSwelling 
 

 



PTFE ð Silastic  
 

ÅFDA recalled Vitek implant in 1990 and 
seized all products. 

ÅVitek President moved patents off shore, 
fled to Switzerland, and resumed 
business.  

ÅFDA  became responsible for conducting 
its very first recall.  

Å1993 Dow Corning discontinued labeling 
Silastic sheeting for TMJ trismus. Still 
used off label. 









TMJ Total Joint 

Devices 
 

1999 FDA approves TMJ 

Concepts device 
 

2001 FDA approves TMJ 

Implants, Inc. device (MoM) 
 

2002 FDA approves 

Biomet/Walter Lorenz device  

 

 


